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June 7, 2011

PRESS RELEASE
Vermont Food System Organizations Slated to Receive $40,000 in Grants

Montpelier, VT -- The Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund announced today the award of $40,000 in grant funding to five food systems organizations as part of its Farm to Plate Initiative.  The funding was made available as part of the Vermont General Assembly’s Jobs Bill in 2010 (Act 78), which provided implementation funding for the Farm to Plate Strategic Planning process. 

“This funding will support critical equipment and infrastructure needs that we identified through our 18-month planning process,” said VSJF Executive Director Ellen Kahler.  “Grantees were chosen because of their potential for ripple effect:  they will ultimately nurture the growth of many different farms and food-related businesses in Vermont, and won’t just benefit a single organization.”

Senator Vince Illuzzi (R-Orleans), one of the principal authors of the 2010 Jobs Bill, said that the $40,000 secured for the Farm to Plate Initiative will be followed by $300,000 in grant funding in the 2011 Jobs Bill, which will be competitively awarded through the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets over the next several months.  “This is an important investment in Vermont’s food system that will increase our local production capacity, and create the jobs of the future,” Illuzzi said.
Kahler said: “In a fiercely competitive global market, value added agricultural practices provide great opportunities for Vermont, and that’s what this funding will support,” said Kahler.  “Instead of focusing only on production, Vermont farmers and food businesses are examining how to increase the value of their products in the marketplace.  By changing production processes, or removing dependencies in the supply chain, or increasing local storage and processing capacities, for example, food producers can increase profit margins, generate new markets for their goods and services, and create jobs.  This funding will help them get there.”
Kahler said the five grant awards will help leverage an additional $647,000 in combined total project costs. “Before too long, we’ll see tangible evidence that a small amount of state sponsored funding can go a long way towards expanding the infrastructure available to strengthen the local food economy,” Kahler said.  
Funded projects include the following:
Mad River Valley Food Hub (Waitsfield)
Grant Award:
$7,500

Mad River Food Hub, L3C is a new storage, food processing and distribution facility supporting local food producers in the Mad River Valley.  The new facility will contain two meat processing rooms licensed by the Agency of Agriculture Vermont Meat Inspection Service and one vegetable kitchen constructed to USDA standards, and will be available for rent on an 8+ hour day basis by chefs, farmers and other food entrepreneurs.
Intervale Center (Burlington)



Grant Award:
$10,000

The Intervale Center will use these funds to support the reconstruction of the 1920s era Dairy Barn as the future home of the rapidly expanding Intervale Food Hub -- a multi-farm CSA and local food storage, aggregation and distribution hub.  This facility will house 8,040 cubic feet of walk-in cooler space, 1,000 sq. ft. of packing space, 1,000 sq. ft. of office and conference space, a public bathroom facility and wash sinks.  

Center for an Agricultural Economy
(Hardwick)
Grant Award:
$5,000

Housed at the Food Venture Center in Hardwick, the CAE will purchase a 12’x8’x10’ walk-in cooler and a comparably sized walk-in freezer to store fruits and vegetables pre- and post-processing for area farmers who want to sell lightly-processed food to schools, institutions, and food cooperatives in Vermont.   

Highfields Center for Composting (Wolcott)

Grant Award:
$12,500



Highfields Center for Composting will purchase a Mobile Compost Screener which will be made available to composters around the state at a reasonable price. Screeners remove clumps, bones, rocks and any undesirable materials that may have entered the material, making it a more desirable product for farmers, gardeners and landscapers and thus commanding a higher price in the market. 

LACE (Barre)




  
Grant Award: $5,000



The staff and Board of LACE (Local Agricultural Community Exchange) will use these funds to undergo strategic reorganizations which will include re-locating their existing programs to leased space, strengthening the sustainability of their programs which provide job training in food preparation through their F.O.O.D. program to low-income Vermonters, and putting their organization on sound financial footing for the future.  Opportunities to further develop a multi-farm sourced frozen vegetable and vegetable-meat based product line for sale at area farmers’ markets and food coops will be explored. 

ABOUT THE VERMONT SUSTAINABLE JOBS FUND 

Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund develops markets for sustainably produced goods and services to create jobs for the next generation of Vermonters.  Created by the Vermont Legislature in 1995 to accelerate the development of Vermont’s green economy, it provides grants, technical assistance, and loans to Vermont entrepreneurs, farmers, and growth-stage companies in sustainable agriculture and food systems, forest products, renewable energy and other natural resource sectors.

To learn more about the VSJF, www.vsjf.org. 
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